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ST agajhs Lgyar ¥y JULY) cilals Gl e ziselll 138 o (V494 gaaally
.(Briggs, 1997) Jalis auls Glas Jlo alati Al mabll o2 L Ll
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.(Briggs, 1997; Case-Smith & Wavrek, 1998) ;U Lelas
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The Carolina Curriculum for Preschoolers with Special Needs, The
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Proposed Model for Developing Early Intervention Services
in Light of International Practices and Evaluation Results of

Existing Programs in Jordan

Prepared by
Widad Elias Akrouk
Supervised by

Professor Sulieman Rihani

Abstract

The study aimed at proposing a model for developing early intervention
services in light of international practices and evaluation results of existing
programs in Jordan, through answering the following questions:

1- How do families evaluate the various components of Portage
Program and Al- Hussein Society for Early Intervention Program?

2- How do workers evaluate the various components of Portage
Program and Al- Hussein Society for Early Intervention Program?

3- What are the weaknesses of Portage Program and Al- Hussein
Society for Early Intervention Program from the perspectives of
families and workers?

4- What are the strengths of Portage Program and Al- Hussein Society
for Early Intervention Program from the perspectives of families and

workers?
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5- What are the characteristics of the proposed model for developing
early intervention services?

The purposeful sample of the study was composed of (70) participants
distributed amongst workers and family members served by Portage
Program, and Al-Hussein Society for Early Intervention Program. Two
questionnaires were developed, one for families' evaluation of services, and
one for the workers' evaluation of services. The development of
guestionnaires was guided by the Program Assessment developed by the
American Council for Exceptional Children. They consisted of two parts,
the first contained closed ended statements covering the components of
philosophy, objectives, place and material, personnel, procedures and
activities, follow up and evaluation, and meeting the needs. While the
second part contained two open ended questions.
The first two study questions were answered by conducting a quantitative
analysis on the first part of the questionnaires, while the third and forth
questions were answered by conducting a qualitative analysis on the
second part of the questionnaires. The following are some of the main
results revealed by the study:
- Meeting the needs component received the lowest evaluation average on
the families' questionnaire, and the second lowest on the workers'

questionnaire.
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- Personnel preparation and development component received the lowest
average on the workers' questionnaire.

- Results indicated that services are not yet working within a family
centered approach.

The model was proposed to answer the fifth study question, in light of
program evaluation results, the review of early intervention systems around
the world, and the recommended practices in the field. The model adopts
an interagency approach amongst the various sectors and programs
involved in the early detection and intervention. It depends on developing
eighteen early intervention lead centers within the government maternity
and child centers or health centers distributed throughout the kingdom. It
also relies on providing an early intervention team within each center to
manage the intervention process through a local network that involves all
centers or programs within the community. The model proposes flexibility
in choosing the place of service delivery, according to child's age and the
individual needs of child and family.

The model describes the objectives and procedures of the various processes
involved; starting from awareness then screening then diagnosis then
intervention, and finally evaluation and follow up process. It also
describes the components of the early intervention process, summarizing
the main program evaluation results within each component and proposing

the adoption of the DEC recommended practices.
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